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FOREWORD

Two schools of Purva Mimamsa are well known,
wiz., the school of Kumarila Bhatta, ard the school
«f Prabhakara-guru. There is a tradition current
in our country that Prabhakara was a pupil of
Kumarila, and that, as the former evinced extra-
ordinary independence of thought, the title *guru’
was conferred upon him by the latter. In the secord
session of the Oriental Conference, our revered
preceptor, Prof. Kuppuswami Shastrigal, read a
paper in wkich he tried to support the tradition
mentioned above. But M. M. Dr. Ganganath Jha
and Dr. Pashupatinath Shastri hold a contrary
view. All of them, however, agree that the school
of Prabhakara was founded by Bhartrimitra. As
regards the founder of the other school there is again
a difference of opinion. Some think that the founder
of this school is not known, while others think that he
is the same person as that Vartikakara who is refer
red to in Prakaranapanchika as Vartikakara-misra.

It appears to us that Bhartrmitra was not the
original propounder of the Prabhakara doctrines.
He was, like Upavarsha, Sankara and others, the
writer of a bhashya, and not a mere expounder of a
bhashya. His name is mentioned along with some
bhashyakaras of the Vedanta Sutras. Hence it is
probable that he wrote his bhashya on the Vedanta
Sutras. If it is thought that this bhashya was written
upon the Sutras of Jaimini, then it must be admitted
that it came into existence after the Sabara bhashya,
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because no reference of the former is found in the
latter ; and when Prabhakara-guru expounded the
Sabarabhasya in disregard of the Bhatrimitrabhasya,
Bhartrimitra could not have been the original pro-
pounder of the Prabhakara doctrines. Prof. Sastrigal <
in his paper in the Second Oriental Conference tried
to identify the aforesaid Vartikakara-misra with
Bhartrimitra. In another paper read in the third con-
ference, he asserted that the Vartikakaramisra was
Kumarila himself.

Dr. Pashupatinath Shastri, on the other hand, in
his thesis entitled, Introduction to Purva Mimamsa,
shows that the Vartikakara-misra whose views are
refated in Prakaranapanchika is mneither Bhar-
trmitra nor Kumarila, but some other Vartikakara
whose Vartikas have been utilised by Kumarila in
his Slekavartika.

Now it is necessary for us to ascertain the identity
of the Vartikakara whose views have been represen-
ted in Nayaviveka and such other works, as being
rejected in Brihati. Dr. Pashupatinath Shastri is of
opinion that this Vartikakara cannot be Kumarila,
because the sixteen interpretations attributed to the
Vartikakara are not found in the works of Kumarila,
Only a set of six interpretations is found in the
Slokavartika ( #& geafg wvrsaeq etc ). How can then
the above Vartikakara be Kumarila 2 .

~ Prof. Shastrigal has cited a passage {from the Mim-
amsanayakosa, which is a commentary on Nayaviveka,
sand tried to prove the identity of the authors
?f the ten and six interpretations. He has cited
another passage from Sarvadarsana Kaumudi which
tells us that Kumarila wrote two other works, viz,
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Brihattika and Madhyamatika which are now lost to
us. On the basis of these two passages our revered
Shastrigal asserts that the Vartikakara, who was the
author of the sixteen interpretations, must be Kum-
- arila himself, six of whose interpretations are found
in the Slokavartika and the other ten must have exis-
ted in his Brihattika or Madhyamatika.

Dr, Shastri raises a grave doubt against this con-
clusion, in as much as there is nothing to show clearly
that the six or ten interpretations challenged in
Nayaviveka came from the pen of Kumarila and not
from the pen of any other Vartikakara. We ought,
therefore, to judge the matter more cautiously,

Four points are to be decided in this connection :

(1) Did the six interpretations found in Sloka.
vartika originate with Kumarila ¢

(2) Do the six interpretations refuted in Naya-
viveka agree with the six interpretations of Sloka-
vartika ¢

(8) In case they agree, will that agreement justi-
fy us in identifying Kumarila with the Vartikakara
referred to as being refuted in Nayaviveka ?

(4) Is the existence of the ten interpratations in
Brihattika and Madhyamatika possible ?

1. We should answer the first point in the
negative, for statements are made in the
Vartika in the third person, and not in the’ first
person, and even the words 4R, %f%lﬁ, ete,, (some,
others, etc. ) are used there (ST, HITAR, FATEATH
aqr &), qRaerregat #faq, etc.). Bhavadasa and others-
cannot be regarded as the Vartikakara referred to
as being refuted in Nayaviveka, because their inter-
pretations are refuted in the bhashya itself, and hence
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it must be admitted that they are commentators
on the Sutras. Bhartrmitra, if he be regarded as
the original propounder of the Prabhakara doctrines,
according to which a seventeenth interpretation is to
be accepted here, cannot be the author of the six and -
ten interpretations  Hence we cannot but admit
that there were many other commentators of the
bhashya like Kumarila. So the six interpretations
did not originate with Kumarila.

2. Even if we admit Kumarila to be the author
of these six interpretations, still it is not proved
that these six are the same as those cited in
Nayaviveka. 1In the abovementioned extract from
Nayakosa, it is seen that the tenth of the ten inter
pretations as well as the sixth of the six, are aﬁf‘mg—
Ay ; but the sixth of the six interpretations in
S’lokavartika is Avawsger g, How can it be said
then, that the two sets of six interpretations are the
same ?

8. Again from Nayakosa we learn that sitfercareg-
Ay, is the only interpretation saccepted by the
said Vartikakara, while in Slokavartika, Kumarila
prefers both =wmezgwmy and aftd=ar. Hence it is
perfectly clear that the! said Vartikakara is not
Kumarila, and we are not justified in saying that the
school of Prabhakara is an offshoot of that of Kuma-~
rila. After this it is not necessary to examine the ten
interpretations,

"~ 4. We do not like to dispute the fact that Ku-
. “marila wrote the two commentaries, the Brihattika
‘and the Madhyamatika. But we do nut exactly know
where they began from. It is very probable that they
began from the fourth chapter, The Brihattika
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was written first, then the Madhymatika was compo-

sed by abridging that ; and then came Tuptika, (brie#”
tika) which was a still more abridged form of the

formsr two. Tas very nams, Tuaptika, corrcborates

our suggestion. In that case, the existence of any

ten or six interprstations of B, ete., of the bhashya

would be impossible. So wunless and until the

manuscripts of these two works are discovered, we

shall not be in a position to declare that the gaid

Vartikakara is the same person as Kumarila,

Qur revered preceptor Prof, Shastrigal has in
his command the Madras Oriental Manuscript
Library which possesses the largest number of rare
manuscripts of the Mimamsa literature. Hence
we hope that it is he, who will be able, some time in
future, to solve this problem.

So, as Dr. Jha says, we cannot ascertain for certain,
the time of Prabhakura-guru from internal evidence.
The school of Kumarila Bhatta possesses a vast
literature of which many important works have
been published. The Prabhakara school is rather
unfortunate in this respect. DPrakaranapanchika of
Shalikanath is the first Prabhakara work that was
published from Benares a few years ago. The present
work will go to form the second on the list. Ttg
authorship is aseribed to Nandishvara. No other work
of this author is known to us, and it is not possible
to ascertain his time, etc. There are clear references
in the book to Prakaranapanchika, Nyayaratnakara,
etc, and so0 all that we can say of the author is that
he flourished later than the authors of those works. -

The expositions of Nandishvara in this book are
very lucid, and it is sure that they will remove many



[ 6]

a doubt regarding the Prabhakara doctrines. We
@otice here four important points.

It is generally believed that the Mimamsakas
and specially the DPrabhakaras are atheists. In
Siddhantavindu, Madhusudana Sarasvati has stated
that according to the Mimamsakas there is no God
phssessing omniscience, etc. In Shlokavartika, Ku-
marila himself has devoted about one hundred verses
to refuting the view that God is the creator and des-
troyer of the world. But a close study of Kumarila
will lead us to make a different conclusion. In the
chapter on  Sambandhaksepaparihara, Kumarila
denies that God, whose existence is attempted to be
estublished by inference, but not that God whom we
know from the Vedas. It is clear that Kuwmarila
refutes the view of the Naiyayikas, ITis followers,
the authors of Shastradipika and Bhattachintamani,
have also done the same thing. Hence so far as the
Bhattas are concerned it cannot .be said that they
are atheists. The Prabhakaras do also hold the same
view. In the Sambandhaksepaparihara chapter of
Brihati, Prabhakara-guru does not deny God, but
Shalikanath has denied God in the corresponding
chapter of Prakaranapanchika. It seems, therefore,
that Shalikanath has beaten the track of Kumarila.
Dr. Pashupatinath Sastii in his Introduction to Purva
Mimamsa has dealt with this poiut at great length
and has come to just the same conclusion ; but as he
could not cite any passage from any Prabhakara work
directly supporting it, its correctness has been doubted
in many quarters. Now, in this book it is stated in
unequivocal terms that the inferential existence of
God which is propounded by others is denied by the
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Prabhakaras and that God is not denied— %R
qttwagaE fwe, A facea:

1t is not of course improbable that there was some
school of Purva Mimamsa, other than those men-
tioned above, that was atheistic in its tendency. Some
believe that Murari Mishra was the founder of that
school. We have come to learn from Pandit Rama-
nath Shastri, that he has seen one manuscript bearing
the name stnegfaaf® which belongs to this third school.
We have not yet had any opportunity of looking over
the said work, and so at present we are unable to
pronounce- any opinion regarding it. We hope that
other works, too, of all the schools will be unearthed
in time, which will throw light on many obscure
corners. The greatest service which the present work
renders is that it removes the charge of atheism which
has constantly been imputed to the Prabhakaras.

The second point which it makes clear is that
the Prabhakaras are not opposed to the Advaitins.
The Mimamsakas apparently condemn some views
of the Advaitins, but really they are not opposed to
them. All that they want to impress is that the
Advaita doctrines are not suitable for those people
who have not been able to subdue their senses. We
have cited passages from Brihati itself which bear out
the correctness of this conclusion, and it is now very
gratifying to find that in Prabhakaravijaya the very
same line of reconciliation is indicated.

The third error that is removed by this work is
that the Atomic Theory of Causation comes from the
Naiyayikas, and is not compatible with Vedic
doctrines. It goes further to elucidate that Aram-
bhavada should not form the basis of Vivartavada.
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The fourth error which is despelled is that Indri-
yatmavada belongs to the Charvakas alone. Itis
shewnthat the doctrine is held by the Pauranikas also.

This work serves to correet many such errors.
Its discussions on the requisition of the Injunction
for Learning, coroboration of Akhyativada, Parama-
nuvada and existence of a supersensible power,
acceptance of Arthapatti as a seperate means of proof,
distinction of body from soul, defence of Vyapti,
refutation of Bhedavada, etc, are very significant. It
is not a mere reproduction of Prakaranapanchika, and
in many places its cxpositions are more lucid and im-
pressive than those of the latter.

In publishing this work we have had to depeund
upon only one manuseript supplied by Pandit
Ramanath Shastri. There is another manuseript in
the Madras Oriental Manuseript Library, from which
we have taken the last three Prakaranas which were
not found in Shastri’s manuscript. We have not
been able to collate the two manuscripts. We Lope
to do so in the second edition of this work. We
regret to say that we have not been able to make this
edition free from printing mistakes. Our learned
readers will kindly pardon us for that. Qur thanks
are first due to Pandit Ramanath Shastri and the
Curator of the Madras Oriental Library who have
supplied the manuscripts. Thanks are also due to
the authorities of the Sanskrit Sahitya Parishat who
have made it their aim to publish unpublished Shastric
works. May they be successful in achieving this end.

BOWBAZAR,

Calcutta, 20th Feb., 1926.} ANANTA KRISHNA SHASTRI
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